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and were boarding the English ships. " God and St.
George! " cried Hawkins, " upon these traitorous villains! "
The batteries, the key position, had fallen, and Hawkins
could only fight with his ships* He cut the mooring lines,
drew clear of the enemy and opened fire. It took terrible
effect. The Spanish admiral sank, the vice-admiral blew
up. Hawkins, in this perilous situation with the land-
batteries pounding at him, with the larger Spanish ships
training their guns upon his Jesus., showed no fear. He
" called to Samuel his page for a cup of beer, who
brought it to him in a silver cup, and he, drinking to all
men, willed the gunners to stand by their ordnance
lustily like men. He had no sooner set the cup out of
his hand, but a demi-culverin shot struck away the cup
and a cooper's plane that stood by the mainmast, and
ran out on the other side of the ship; which nothing dis-
mayed our general, for he ceased not to encourage us,
saying, ' Fear nothing! for God, who hath preserved us
from this shot, will also deliver us from these traitors
and villains.3 "
Most of the fleet was lost. The Jesus was smashed beyond
hope of rescue and wras surrounded by shattered and burning
vessels. In the midst of the fight, while repelling boarders
and commanding the gunners, Hawkins did not forget the
treasure he had aboard. He ordered it to be moved from
the Jesus into the Mimon and into Drake's vessel, the
Judith, Fireships were loosed upon him, and these flaming
vessels, the horror of seamen, ended the battle. The Jesus
was deserted. Hawkins, with his men, leaped into the
Minion, which was at that moment creeping away; he was
nearly left behind, for he remained until the last moment,
until it was useless to stay longer and when no further
treasure could be shifted.
The fight had been fierce, and it showed that Hawkins,
besides being sailor and merchant, was a general. More than
that, the fight became as a battle-cry to the English, for they
never forgot the Spanish treachery. From this time on, the
English turned pirates like the French. They were inspired
by the lust for vengeance and they had a fierce and terrible
memory to urge them forward, Hawkins himself, except for
his last ill-fated voyage, never again sailed for the Indies;